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Our Purpose

WTO mission:  
Develop global trade rules between nations to ensure that trade is open and flows 
as smoothly, predictably and freely as possible for the benefit of all.

Economic Research and Statistics Division (ERSD): 
Provide knowledge and insights on economic, policy, and statistical developments 
(“let data speak”)

– International Trade Statistics Section (ITSS)

Purpose of WTO international trade statistics:

A tool to support:

• the development our Members’ trade policy

• trade negotiations

• monitoring trade agreements, and 

• settling trade disputes
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